
Solar Racking Installation

TRADE: SOLAR & RENEWABLE INSTALLATION LEADER GUIDE: 8-12 MINUTES USE WHAT FITS TODAY

LEADER NOTE
Do not read this sheet word-for-word. Pick the sections that match today’s task, point to the actual equipment/work area, and get the crew to answer the
questions out loud.

WHY THIS MATTERS
Solar Racking Installation can go wrong fast when drilling, sharp metal and elevated work. Use the job in front of you to show the crew where the
exposure is and how it will be controlled. Installation work often combines awkward positioning, temporary support, drilling/fastening and hidden
conditions. The job is safe only when the substrate, support method, fastener/anchor plan and nearby utilities are verified before the load is
released.

A SCENARIO TO DISCUSS
During Solar Racking Installation, the load or component can be held in place only if one worker stays in a pinch/crush position while another troubleshoots
the attachment. What support or access change is needed before work continues?

BEFORE WORK STARTS
- Verify substrate/framing/blocking, the specified fastener/anchor

and any manufacturer requirements before loading the assembly.
- Locate concealed electrical/plumbing/other services before drilling

or cutting.
- Set temporary support/lifting aids and stage tools/fasteners so

nobody has to improvise while holding the load.
- Inspect the tool, guard, cord/air hose, trigger and accessory before

use; remove damaged equipment from service.
- Use the tool and accessory that match the material, speed and

task instead of forcing an improvised setup.

SAFE WORK SEQUENCE / CONTROLS
- Inspect the tool, guard, cord/air hose, trigger and accessory before

use; remove damaged equipment from service.
- Use the tool and accessory that match the material, speed and

task instead of forcing an improvised setup.
- Secure the work and keep hands, clothing and coworkers out of

the cutting, crushing or discharge path.
- Disconnect or isolate energy before changing accessories, clearing

jams or making adjustments.
- If the setup changes or the control for drilling, sharp metal and

elevated work is not working, stop the job and fix it before
continuing.

COMMON FAILURE POINTS
- Assuming the wall/substrate is suitable without verifying framing,

blocking or anchor conditions.
- Removing temporary support before the required fasteners are

fully installed and checked.
- Drilling/cutting into concealed conditions without a

utility/hidden-condition check.

STOP AND RESET IF...
- The substrate, framing/blocking or anchor/fastener condition is not

what the plan assumed.
- Temporary support shifts, the load cannot be controlled, or a

fastener spins/pulls out/fails to seat as expected.
- Drilling/cutting encounters an unexpected void, metal, wiring,

piping or other concealed condition.

QUESTIONS THAT SHOULD CHANGE THE JOB
1. What substrate, framing, backing, or support is actually behind

the finished surface, and how did we verify it?
2. How will the component/load be temporarily supported while the

first connections or fasteners are installed?
3. What fastener, anchor, or connection is planned, and what field

result would tell us the connection is not taking the load as
expected?

4. What concealed electrical, plumbing, mechanical, or structural
condition could be in the drilling/cutting path, and how are we
checking for it?

5. What support or access change is needed before work continues?

MAKE IT REAL ON THE JOB
Show the actual substrate/fastener/support method and the drilling path before the first hole is made.
BEFORE YOU RELEASE THE CREW
Before the crew starts, everyone should be able to explain the hazard, point to the control being used today, and name the condition that would make the work
stop.

Reference: 29 CFR 1926.300 - General Tool Safety and Guarding
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ATTENDANCE & SIGN-OFF
Solar Racking Installation

Project / Job: Date:

Talk leader: Location:

CREW ACKNOWLEDGMENT
By signing, attendees confirm they participated in this toolbox talk and had the opportunity to raise job-specific questions. Signatures do not replace required
training, qualifications, permits or certifications.
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QUESTIONS / CONDITIONS / CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

END-OF-TALK CHECK

[ ] Crew can point to the main hazard. [ ] Critical control is in place and usable.

[ ] The responsible person/check is clear. [ ] Stop/re-brief conditions were discussed.

Page 2

LIDLOG TOOLBOX TALK | CREW SIGN-OFF

LidLog | Free Toolbox Talks | LidLog.com/toolboxtalks


